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THE PROGRAMME FOR THE
CENTENARY OF FINLAND’S
INDEPENDENCE IN 2017
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TODAY ABOUT 85 PER CENT
OF FINLAND’S FORESTS THAT
ARE IN COMMERCIAL USE ARE
CERTIFIED IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE PEFC SYSTEM.
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Visit Finland

WELCOME TO FINLAND
It is a great honour to have the PEFC General Assembly
here in Finland. Finland is known in the world for its
forests and sustainable forestry, and for the forest
industry and forest-sector know-how.
Pure water and forests are Finland’s most important
natural resources. We are a small country, which is why
income from exports is highly important for maintaining
our welfare society. Because more than one-fifth of
Finland’s entire export income is derived from forestry,
its role cannot be overemphasised. One should
remember, however, that Finland’s forests are utilised
in many different ways. Public right of access makes
forests known to all Finns, even for those who are not
forest owners. The public right of access means that
one can move about freely,
gather berries and enjoy the
natural environment free of
charge, including in privately
owned forests.

which forest owners can supplement through voluntary
means, such as forest certification. All aspects of
sustainability are needed and they should be considered
side by side. Forest certification strongly supports the
achievement of forest policy objectives in Finland. The
voluntary nature of the system means, for instance, that
in forest policy no efforts are made to influence the
content of the criteria prepared jointly by the parties.
Finnish forest policy and forest certification have
more things in common than just a shared goal. The
preparation of both forest policy and the criteria for
certification is carried out so that the different forestsector stakeholders get involved in this work. In the future
certification and the verification of the sustainability
of forestry will be even
more important. Consumer
awareness on environmental
issues is increasing, and
the volume of information is
growing. Global challenges,
such as tackling climate
change, have a growing impact on forestry policy. We
strongly believe that the bioeconomy and sustainable
use of renewable raw materials are among the means
to solve the global challenges. The bioeconomy and
renewable energy enable us to become less dependent
on fossil fuels.

THE FOREST CERTIFICATION
STRONGLY SUPPORTS THE
ACHIEVEMENT OF FOREST
POLICY OBJECTIVES IN FINLAND.

During the past twenty years,
PEFC has grown from a European to a global system.
This is a splendid achievement to be proud of. At the
same time it shows that, in a globalising world, it is ever
more important that forests are managed responsibly
and sustainably, with respect for both natural values and
people. Consumers want to have information about the
origin of wood products, while those operating in the
forest sector need to prove the responsibility of their
activities.

PEFC certification has been present in Finland for
almost twenty years. PEFC has always been well
received, and it has been especially well suited to the
Finnish model of family forestry. Today about 85 per
cent of Finland’s forests that are in commercial use are
certified in accordance with the PEFC system.
The most important objective of Finnish forest policy
is to secure the commercially, ecologically and
socially sustainable management and use of forests.
In Finland, the sustainable management and use of
forests is secured by law. Legislation imposes minimum
requirements for the management and use of forests,

Securing and demonstrating sustainable forestry is a
matter for all of us. We need many ways to make this
happen. PEFC certification has performed extremely
well both in Finland and elsewhere. Let us continue on
the same track!

Jari Leppä
Minister of Agriculture
and Forestry
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FINLAND – THE MOST FORESTED LAND
IN EUROPE
The forest cover in Finland is more extensive than in
any other European country. Three fourths of the land
area, some 23 million hectares (76%), is under forests.
Forests are part of the Finnish cultural heritage.
The economic livelihood and material, cultural and
spiritual progress of Finns has been dependent on
forests for centuries. Manifold and biologically diverse
forests constitute an important landscape element,
an environment for recreation, and a habitat for flora
and fauna.

purchased annually by the forest industry in Finland.
Long-term sustainable wood production in private
forests has been secured by forest legislation since
1886. Finnish forestry is based on the management
of native tree species. The management of forests
seeks to respect their natural growth and mimic the
natural cycle of boreal forests. The objective is to
secure the production of high-quality timber, and to
preserve the biological diversity of forests as well as
the preconditions for the
multiple use of forest. The
obligation to regenerate the
forest after final fellings has
been and remains to this
day the basic principle of
the law. Maintenance and
enhancement of biological
diversity of forests is an
integral element of the Finnish forest policy, legislation
and practices.

FORESTS ARE A MAJOR SOURCE
OF BOTH ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
WELL-BEING FOR FINLAND. ABOUT
ONE IN SEVEN FINNS COME FROM
FAMILIES WHO OWN FORESTS.

Because of Finland’s
northern location, forest
management is practiced
under exceptional climate
conditions. Geographically,
Finland lies in an
intermediate zone between
maritime and continental
climates, belonging for the most part to the boreal
vegetation zone. The majority of forests in Finland
are predominantly coniferous, with broadleaves often
growing in mixed stands.
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Forests are a major source of both economic
and social well-being for Finland. About
one in seven Finns come from
families who own forests. A total
of 20.3 million hectares of
Forest area in %
forests are available for wood
of land area
production, 60 per cent of
1–14
this is privately owned.
15–23
Private forestry – family
24–32
forestry, is in fact the
33–36
linchpin of the Finnish
37–48
forest economy, as the
49–63
growing stock volume,
64–76
annual increment and
fellings in private forests
each account for 64 –
83 percent of the total.
Private forests produce over
80 percent of the roundwood

Source: Luke; State of Europe´s Forests.
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Division of the forest land in Finland by owner category
(Source: Finnish Forest Industries; Natural Resorces Institute
Finland).

Government actions, legislation, national and regional
forest programmes as well as the actions and
cooperation among private forest owners have all
supported the attainment of the goal of sustainability.
Within the limits permitted by the law, forest
owners make the decisions regarding all measures

undertaken in their forests. The Forest Management
recommendation is a guideline for forest owners
that describes the means by which forests can be
managed and used in a way that the objectives of
forest owners are also met. The central government
encourages forest owners to use good silvicultural
practices in the management of their forests.
Subsidies are available for safeguarding sustainable
wood production, maintenance of forest biodiversity
and improvement of the health of forests; recently it
has also been made available for the harvesting of
small-sized wood for bioenergy production. Forest
owners can join a certification scheme where criteria
and requirements are set for the management and
use of forests – In fact, more than 85 percent of the
commercial forests in Finland are under a certification
scheme.

LONG-TERM SUSTAINABLE
WOOD PRODUCTION IN PRIVATE
FORESTS HAS BEEN SECURED BY
FOREST LEGISLATION SINCE 1886

Visit Finland
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Forest balance in Finland 1960-2015: The growth of Finnish forests is over 100 mill. m3 per year.
(Source: Finnish Forest Industries; Natural Resources Institute Finland)
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Management. The National Forest Inventory (NFI), the
monitoring system for forests and forest resources,
produces diverse information on Finnish forests. NFI
results are widely used in assessing the sustainability
of forest management.

In total of 2.9 million hectares of the
Finnish forests are protected or under
restricted use, which represents 13 percent
of the forest area – the largest area in Europe. These
are supplemented by voluntary forest protection
and biodiversity conservation in commercial forests.
Majority of national parks and strict nature reserves
are located in northern Finland, thus voluntary forest
protection is very important and promoted by the
State in southern part of the country.
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The sustainability of forest management is assessed
and monitored on the basis of the Pan-European
Criteria and Indicators for Sustainable Forest

Thanks to long-term measures aiming
at sustainable forest management, the
annual increment of growing stock
in Finland has over the last 40 years
exceeded the drain by about one
quarter, the fellings and wood use are
smaller than the increment. In 2015
Finland’s forests grew by 105 million
cubic metres. Annual drain amounted to
approximately 82 million cubic metres. Drain is
made up of industrial harvesting (about 59 million
cubic metres), firewood, wood for household use and
natural mortality, i.e. dead trees left in the forest. The
forest carbon sinks in Finland are also continuously
growing.
For Finland, forests are an important renewable
natural resource - a source of both economic and
spiritual welfare. By a wise combination of utilization
and protection, healthy and diverse forests will be
preserved for future generations.

FOR FINLAND, FORESTS ARE AN
IMPORTANT RENEWABLE NATURAL
RESOURCE - A SOURCE OF BOTH
ECONOMIC AND SPIRITUAL WELFARE
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THE FINNISH FOREST SECTOR
BUILDS A SUSTAINABLE BIOECONOMY
The material resources and amenity values of forests
provide a wide range of opportunities for income,
employment and business in Finland. The forests
represent the country’s most significant renewable
natural resource. In fact, wood is Finland’s most
significant renewable natural resource that is being
processed on an industrial scale.
Finland has long traditions in the use of wood for
manufacturing printing and writing papers and
packaging materials, as construction and interior
design material, and for energy production. Forest
industries consumed in total of 88 percent (67.4
million cubic meters) of the domestic roundwood
in 2016. The annual increment of growing stock
exceeds the annual total removals of the roundwood.
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The forest industry is composed of paper and pulp
industry and timber production industry. Paper and
pulp play important role in production as well as
sawn softwood production. Paperboard, paper and
sawn softwood have the highest shares in terms of
exportation of the forest industry products.

TODAY, FORESTRY AND THE
FOREST INDUSTRY MAKE UP
ABOUT 4% OF FINLAND'S
GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT,
AND APPROXIMATELY 22% OF
FINNISH EXPORTS. THE FOREST
SECTOR EMPLOYS DIRECTLY
ABOUT 65 000 PEOPLE.
Owing to new technology and advanced production
processes, the forest industry’s discharges into water
and emissions into air have been considerably reduced
in the last 20 years, even though the volume of production
has multiplied many times over during the same period.
The emphasis on environmental factors has gradually
shifted towards product life cycle issues, efficient use
of natural resources, recycling and use of renewable
energy. For instance, 70% of the paper used in Finland
is recycled, which is a considerable achievement even in
an international context, considering the low population
density of the country: globally, the average recycling
percentage for paper is 40 to 45 percent.
In addition to traditional forest industry products, wood
is expected to be more in demand in the production of
renewable forest energy biofuels, wood construction
and in new bioeconomy products such as clothing, fiber
packages, composites, pharmaceuticals and cosmetics.
Increment the use of wood for various purposes has been
set as the target in many strategies, including the National
Forest Strategy 2025 and the Finnish Bioeconomy
Strategy. For example, the new Finnish Bioeconomy
Strategy that encourages sustainable growth, invests
to the bioeconomy output up to EUR 100 billion and to
intends to create 100 000 new jobs by year 2025.
Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (mmm.fi),
Finnish Forest Industries (forestindustries.fi),
Finnish Forest Association (forest.fi),
Natural Resources Institute Finland – LUKE (luke.fi)
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MULTIPLE USE OF FORESTS IN FINLAND
EVERYMAN’S RIGHT ENABLES EVERYONE TO ENJOY FINNISH NATURE
Everyman’s right Guarantee Multiple use of Forests in
Finland. Everyman’s right is established custom, which is
also observed by courts of law in their decisions. Everyman’s
rights allow everyone to move in forest and nature on foot,
on skis, on bike or on horseback. Some activities require a
permit or permission. Camping in nature is also allowed,
as is the picking of natural flowers, berries and mushrooms.
Everyman’s right belongs literally to everyone – not only
Finns, but also all visitors in Finland!

MEET ORGANIZATIONS THAT
ENCOURAGE MULTIPLE USE
OF FORESTS IN FINLAND AT
THE SCANDIC PARK HOTEL
LOUNGE DURING THE PEFC
WEEK!

HERE IS A PIECE OF INFORMATION THAT EVERYONE
SHOULD KNOW ABOUT EVERYMEN IN FINLAND:
Half of the Finns live only
about one kilometre away from
good berrying or mushrooming
grounds.

Two out of three Finns
visit forests weekly
for physical exercise.

Outdoor activities such as
orienteering, skiing, hiking,
geocaching, snowshoeing,
winter swimming and
Nordic Walking are among
popular sports that Finns
love to do in the forests!

Three out of four Finns
have leisure pursuits
related to forests.

In fact, did you know that
merely by looking at pictures
of nature people recover
more quickly from stress and
illnesses? Forests and trees
contribute to the spiritual
welfare and health of Finns
in many ways.

There are 37 species of edible wild
berries in Finland, 16 of which are picked
for food. The annual volume of berries
picked is about 40 million kilos, and 75
percent of this is picked for family use.
About 200 of the of mushroom species
growing in Finnish forests are edible.
23 mushroom species are approved for
commercial use.

FIND OUT WHAT TYPE
OF EVERYMAN YOU ARE!
www.jokamiehenoikeudet.fi/en/
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Source: Natural Resources Institute of Finland – LUKE (luke.fi), Finnish Forest Association (forest.fi)

ORGANIZATIONS OF THE PEFC LOUNGE

Visit the
PEFC Lounge
at the Scandic
Park Hotel!

TUE 14TH - THU 16TH OF NOVEMBER
Health:

National Green Care
Co-ordination

Kids, Adolescents and Education:

The Guides and Scouts
of Finland

Finnish 4H
Federation

Finnish Forest Association

Outdoor Activities:

The Finnish
Orienteering
Federation

The Outdoor
Association
of Finland

Natural Products:

The Martha
Organization
Arctic Flavours
Association

The Finnish Nature-based
Entrepreneurship Association

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY

Technology and Regional Development:

State Forest Entreprise

City of Helsinki

Urban Environment Division,
Environmental Protection Unit

Forest Centre

Regional Council of Lapland
Artic Bioeconomy
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CARING FOR OUR FORESTS
PEFC, the Programme for the Endorsement of Forest
Certification, is a leading global alliance of national
forest certification systems. We were founded by
small- and family forest owners to demonstrate
excellence in sustainable forest management.
By working throughout the entire forest supply
chain, we promote good practice in the forest and
ensure that timber and non-timber forest products
are produced with respect for the highest ecological,
social and ethical standards. Thanks to the PEFC
label, customers and consumers are able to identify
products from sustainably managed forests.
PEFC is an umbrella organization, which works
by endorsing national forest certification systems
developed through multi-stakeholder processes and
tailored to local priorities and conditions.
More information: www.pefc.org
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PEFC FINLAND
Finland is one of the first countries to achieve PEFC
endorsement of its national forest certification
system. Finland joined PEFC certification scheme
in 1999 and in 2000, the Finnish national forest
certification system received approval from PEFC
International (PEFC Council), which was established
the previous year.
Since, the forests in Finland have been managed
according to the requirements of PEFC certification.
An example of ecological requirements are retention
trees that have been left in forests in order to foster
biodiversity and to create habitats for species that
depend on dead and decaying wood.
PEFC requirements on employer responsibilities
have unified operational methods in harvesting
and other forestry operations. PEFC has formed

an operational environment for entrepreneurs and
companies that is monitored in annual audits. PEFC
has improved prerequisites for sustainable forest
management by highlighting need of information,
and increasing the need to develop nature
information system.
PEFC FI standards incorporates three organisational
forms of forest certification, the individual
certification of forest owners, group certification,
and regional group certification.
Forest owners can participate in ‘Regional Group
Certification’, considering the region where their
forests are located. Regional Group Certificates are

managed by the ‘Association of Sustainable Forest
Management’.
The ‘Group Certification’ gives an opportunity
to forest industry companies and other forestry
organisations to offer PEFC certification to forest
owners. ‘Individual PEFC certification‘ is applicable
especially to large-scale forest owners such as
State Forests in Finland (Metsähallitus) and forest
industry companies.
Today, PEFC certification covers 85 percent of all
commercial forests in Finland.
Source: PEFC Finland (pefc.fi)

PEFC WORLDWIDE
OVER 304 MILLION
HECTARES OF FOREST AREA
ARE CERTIFIED TO PEFC

MORE THAN 750 000 FOREST
OWNERS PARTICIPATE IN PEFC
CERTIFICATION WORLDWIDE

PEFC members with
endorsed system

PEFC members with
systems not endorsed yet
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EMBRACING TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION
WITHIN CERTIFICATION: WHAT’S THE HYPE?
THU 16TH OF NOVEMBER

The 2017 PEFC Stakeholder Dialogue will bring
together forest sector stakeholders, leading
technology providers, innovators and sustainability
experts to exchange views on what’s needed, what’s
working and where are the opportunities for scaling
up application.
During the Stakeholder Dialogue, the interactions
between sustainable forest practices, certification
requirements and how technology can support the
implementation and expansion of forest management
certification are explored. Further, the latest and
greatest technological developments from certified
forestry supply chains and how SMART solutions can
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engage society for sustainable forest management
practices are discussed. The PEFC Stakeholder
Dialogue will inspire and re-imagine how the
information flow and product assurances of certified
products can continue to evolve in the future.

FIELD TRIP TO CENTRAL FINLAND
FRI 17TH OF NOVEMBER

The discussion of the new and emerging technologies
continues in a field trip to Central Finland. During the
field trip, sustainable forest management such as tree
cropping and logging practices are come to known in
the field visits in addition with PEFC regional group
certification in Finland. The highlight of the field trip
is a visit to the brand new Metsä Groups’ bioproduct
mill in Äänekoski.

Pixabay

MAKING CERTIFICATION SMART STAKEHOLDER DIALOGUE

MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS OF PEFC FINLAND
Metsäteollisuus Ry
Finnish Forest Industries Federation
Loimu
Union of Professionals in
Natural, Environmental and
Forestry Sciences Loimu

Koneyrittäjien liitto
The Trade Association of Finnish
Forestry and Earth
Moving Contractors (TAFFEC)

4H-liitto
Finnish 4H Federation

Suomen Latu
The Outdoor
Association of Finland

Svenska lantbruksproducenternas
centralförbund SLC r.f.
The Central Union of Swedish-speaking
Agricultural Producers in Finland.

MTK
The Central Union of
Agricultural Producers and
Forest Owners (MTK)

Suomen
Tukkukauppiaiden
Liitto
Federation of
Finnish Wholesalers
and Importers

Metsäalan
Kuljetusyrittäjät Ry
Association of Forest
Industry Road Carriers

Puuliitto
Woodworkers’ Union

Suomen partio
The Guides
and Scouts
of Finland

State Forest Entreprise

Meto
Forestry Experts´
Association

Kirkkohallitus
Church Council

Sahateollisuus
The Finnish
Sawmills Association
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“FINNISH FORESTRY IS AMONG
THE MOST sustainable, productive,

responsible and best studied in the world.
In general the forest management is a
result of cooperation between stakeholders
and part of the culture and life on Finnish
people.”
Final Report for the assessment of the revides Finnish
PEFC system agains the PEFC Council Requirements.
2015.
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PARTNERS OF PEFC WEEK 2017

www.trimble.com/forestry

www.ponsse.com

www.metsasaatio.fi

www.metsagroup.com

www.isku.fi

www.storaenso.com
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PEFC Finland
Sitratie 7
00420 Helsinki
Finland

Tel. +358 40 076 5437
E-mail: office@pefc.fi

pefc.fi
Front: ESA ATG medialab, back: Visit Finland

