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In Finland, PEFC certification has several positive impacts on 
forest nature and forestry operations 
  

Forests in Finland have now been managed for fifteen 
years according to the requirements of PEFC 
certification. Period study by Gaia Consulting Ltd 
emphasizes that PEFC has improved operational 
quality, and changed attitudes for example towards 
biodiversity of forests and complying employer 
obligations. 
 
PEFC implication on forest biodiversity is evident for 
example in the increase of decaying wood by leaving 
retention trees. During fifteen years of forest 
operations, over 7 million cubic metres have been left 
in PEFC forests in Finland, to create habitats for 
species that depend on dead and decaying wood. 
 
PEFC requirements on employer responsibilities, have 
unified operational methods in harvesting and other 
forestry operations. PEFC has formed an operational 
environment for entrepreneurs and companies that is 
monitored in annual audits. 

 
PEFC has improved prerequisites for sustainable 
forest management by highlighting need of 
information, and increasing the need to develop 
nature information systems. 

 

PEFC carries out extensive discussions on forest 
management  

Gaia Consulting report was the basis for a seminar 
held today in Helsinki. Discussions were carried out 
on the opportunities and expectations PEFC 
provides for its development. During 2013-14, there 
were nearly 50 organisations’ representatives in the 
standard’s work group  to update the PEFC forest  
management criteria.These people decided the 
content of the requirements for the latter half of 
the 2010’s. 
  
 
 
 
 

Seminar moderator Riitta Lempiäinen 
from Motiva, unit of resource efficient 
economics, (Motiva is a Government 
agency promoting efficient and 
sustainable use of energy and 
materials in Finland), emphasized 
PEFC connections with cleantech, 
resource efficiency, circular economy, 
and life-cycle thinking. She also 
highlighted PEFC for being a 
forerunner in establishing sourcing 
of sustainable materials. On the left 
Jan-Erik Enestam, chairman of PEFC 
Finland. 
 



 

  

 
«We want to carry out discussions on the content 
and activities of PEFC with all the stakeholders», 
emphasizes Jan-Erik Enestam, Chairman of PEFC 
Finland. «We believe, that in the coming years 
PEFC impact in Finnish forests and society will 
increase further. Also, we hope that a lively 
discussion continues to develop PEFC». 
 

Discussion on the seminar topics will continue in 

PEFC Finland web pages. The link is available for 

comments on “Impacts of PEFC certification 

during 2000-2014”.  

 

Over 90 % of forests (i.e. almost 21 million hectares)in Finland has been certified. It is 

approximately 8 % of the PEFC hectares world wide (263 million). PEFC certification 

demonstrates sustainable use of forests and provides consumers an opportunity to choose 

responsible products. 
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PEFC Finland 

Auvo Kaivola 

auvo.kaivola@pefc.fi 
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http://www.pefc.fi/pages/fi/asiakirjat-ja-materiaalit/pefc-sertifioinnin-vaikutukset-2000-2014--raportti.php
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