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PEFC’s International standards under revision                                                                 
– What are the burning hot issues of Sustainable Forest  
Management? 
 

PEFC Finland’s seminar handling ongoing PEFC’s International Standards Revision 
was held on 10th November 2016 in Forest Expo which took place in the Convention 
Centre of Helsinki, Finland. The seminar’s purpose was to share information about 
PEFC Revision Process to Finnish Sustainable Forest Management (SFM) stake-
holders and other interested parties, and to raise discussion. The event was orga-
nized by PEFC Finland, and the main speaker was Mr. Michael Berger, Deputy Sec-
retary General & Head of Technical Unit of PEFC International. 

 
PEFC certification and standards under revision – What is it all about? 
 

The seminar audience and all the commentators were welcomed by Mr. Pasi Put-
tonen, Professor of Forestry Science from the University of Helsinki, who acted as a 
moderator. He presented the seminar’s program and the objectives, and outlined the 
definition of sustainability and SFM, and the role of PEFC Forest Certification as part 
of them. He brought up the Chain of Custody Certification and highlighted its im-
portance – which is easily forgotten, although significant for final forest products and 
their consumers. 

 
Mr. Auvo Kaivola, General Secretary of PEFC Finland, introduced PEFC Finland’s 
operation, goals and PEFC Council and stakeholder activity. PEFC Certification is 
widely used in Finland. “PEFC is for the whole Finnish society, not only for the forest 
sector or its operators” emphasized Kaivola. The latest national standard (PEFC FI) 
revision in Finland took place in 2013–2014, and the process will begin again in 
2018–2019. 

 
Mr. Berger gave a brief update about the current international PEFC Revision Pro-
cess and the motivation behind it. The process is implemented e.g. through different 
Working Groups (WG). The largest WG, Sustainable Forest Management, contains a 
wide variety of members from different countries and stakeholder groups. In Finland, 
representatives e.g. from forest owners and the forest industry, as well as from the 
Sami Parliament, take part. According to Mr. Berger, the decision-making model of 
the working groups is consensus-based. The task forces of this particular WG are 
Non Wood Forest Products (NWFP) & Ecosystem Services, Trees outside the For-
ests and Conversions.  

 
The expected focus areas of sustainability issues are e.g. the maintenance and ap-
propriate enhancement of biological diversity in forest ecosystems, the socio-
economic functions and conditions (including new requirements for fair wages and 
gender equality), forest resources and their contribution to the global carbon cycle, 
and improved legal compliance of PEFC SFM requirements. 
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Stakeholder comments on PEFC standards and their revision 
 

Forest Certification and Youth Education 
 
The first commentator was Mr. Jaakko Nippala, Forest Coordinator from The Guides 
and Scouts of Finland. The mission of Guiding and Scouting is to educate young 
people to become responsible members of the society. Forest is a stimulating and 
motivating learning environment for Scouts and for children and youth in general. To-
day’s children and youth will be the future forest owners, consumers and recreational 
users - and therefore worth investing in. 

 
In the Finnish PEFC Standard, the Criterion 26 requires the group certification hold-
ers to take measures to enhance children’s and young people’s knowledge on forests 
and to promote their relationship to nature. According to Mr. Nippala, the matter of 
education of youth is universal and could be taken into account in every country, and 
reflected in the global PEFC Standard framework as well. Berger encouraged him to 
take this perspective to the international forum for discussion. 

 
PEFC Group Certificate Holder’s Viewpoint 
 
Ms. Aija Tapio from Sustainable Forest Management Association (SFMA) presented 
the regional PEFC group certificate holder’s viewpoints. The role of SFMA is to pro-
mote sustainable forest management and forestry in Finland, as well as to develop 
the use of forest certification. 

 
Regional group certification is widely applied in Finland: nearly 70% of the PEFC cer-
tified forests are among regional group certification. Ms. Tapio wanted to know how 
the international standards serve equally different PEFC member countries (which 
differ from each other in forestry conditions) and every option of implementing PEFC 
certification. In response, Mr. Berger highlighted the role of PEFC WGs, which are 
formed by different stakeholders from different countries. The key is to be very care-
ful to include all significant operators and their views. 

 
Certification and Multiple Use of Forests 
 
Ms. Anne Matilainen from The Finnish Nature-based Entrepreneurship Association 
introduced the background of nature-based entrepreneurship in Finland. It is defined 
as environmentally responsible entrepreneurship based on resources and experienc-
es offered by nature. NWFP (e.g. berries, herbs and mushrooms) and nature tourism 
are good examples of multiple use of forest resources, and their importance is grow-
ing rapidly in Finland. 

 
In general, the PEFC Criteria considers well multiple use of forests. However, the cri-
teria does not explicitly highlight the local entrepreneurship based on forest re-
sources, and only a few NWFP have the PEFC Certification. According to Mr. Berger, 
different aspects of NWFP are taken into account in general level in the WGs for the 
international criteria. These kinds of country-specific, yet important aspects, should 
be considered in the national level standards. 

 
Mr. Ere Grenfors, Education Manager, represented the Finnish Hunter’s Associa-
tion, which emphasizes game animal population welfare and sustainable hunting in 
Finland. There are around 300 000 hunters in Finland, and therefore hunters form a 
significant forest users group. 48% of private land is owned by hunters, which also 
makes them notable landowners. 

 



 

  

To ensure the future vitality of forest game animal populations in Finland, forest 
management activities should take game animal habitat requirements into considera-
tion. This for example means paying attention to shrubs, such as blueberry twigs, 
which are vital for the success of many game animals. Grenfors wanted to know how 
this is reflected in the updating of international PEFC Standards. Berger answered 
that, as with nature-based entrepreneurship, this viewpoint should be included in the 
national levels standards, instead of in the more general-level international stand-
ards. 

 
Ms. Varpu Rantanen from Finnish Accreditation Services (FINAS) shortly comment-
ed that the participants representing expertise in the field should bear in mind in any 
communication that the scope of forest certification is not “forest” itself, but sustaina-
ble management of forest. The same applies with Chain of Custody certification 
where the products are not certified but only the traceability chain of the material for 
the products. 

 
Mr. Olli Mäki, Senior Adviser, introduced the Finnish Energy Authority and their 
viewpoint, which is the energy use of wood. In Finland, Energy Authority manages 
the national system through which companies can show that they comply with sus-
tainability requirements for biofuels set in EU’s RES directive. Energy Authority sees 
it important to maintain the PEFC Criteria up to date with surrounding policy frame-
work in EU. 

 
Growing demand of wood energy highlights the necessity of monitoring greenhouse 
gas balance of the energy wood procurement process. According to Mr. Mäki, 
PEFC’s Emission Data Transfer Standard is a welcome addition to the Chain of Cus-
tody Standard. Berger was delighted that Mr. Mäki brought up this particular stand-
ard, which aims to provide requirements for organizations along the supply chain of 
forest based products to pass on relevant emission related data to customers in an 
accurate and verifiable way. This work is both interesting and challenging for PEFC. 

 
Certification and Absentee Forest Owners 
 
Mr. Jaakko Temmes from Federation of Absentee Forest Owners shortly comment-
ed their viewpoint. PEFC Certification raises many questions among absentee forest 
owners, which are owners who live in cities or villages further away from their forests, 
with often no linkage to agriculture or forestry. These owners often ponder, what is 
the use of forest certification as it affects e.g. wood prices very little.  

 
He also talked about the differences between PEFC and FSC certification systems. 
According to Mr. Temmes, PEFC is strong in forests but weak in consumer markets, 
whereas FSC is strong in consumer markets but weak in forests. Therefore, more 
emphasis should be on consumer market acceptance, and benefits and costs of for-
est certification should be more visible to wood producers. Mr. Berger noted that 
PEFC is in the process to strengthen its position in the consumer market.  

 
Finally, Mr. Berger informed the commentators and the audience on how to partici-
pate in PEFC's Standards Revision Process: there are two Expert Forums to com-
ment and discuss the specific issues around the PEFC Chain of Custody and SFM 
Standards, and also Public Consultations and Stakeholder Conferences will be ar-
ranged. 

 
Mr. Puttonen closed the seminar with a summary and remarks from the presentations 
and thanked all the commentators for their input and participants of the seminar for 
their attention. 


